This is because, at present, we only have four issues per year, with a limit on the total number of pages per issue. We are working on this problem and hope that this situation will improve during the coming year.
We are actively trying to reduce the period from submission to final decision so that all who submit to the journal are notified of the outcome in the shortest possible time. This of course does depend on how rapidly reviewers are able to assess the manuscripts that they receive. I look forward to seeing the improvement that has occurred during 2017 continuing as we move into 2018.
The submission site already has a statement in relation to 'Conflicts of interest' and has recently introduced 'Crossref similarity check', which should help to exclude plagiarism from the journal.
In this issue, we include an interesting paper entitled 'Stuck in the middle: the impact of collaborative interprofessional communication on patient expectations'. The paper is somewhat different from our normal scientific publications and highlights what so often happens in shoulder and elbow practice. Patients are seen by more than one healthcare provider: the surgeon, physiotherapist and sports therapist. Not infrequently, they are given conflicting advice regarding their condition and the appropriate treatment. This results in patient dissatisfaction, which, on occasions, can lead to legal action. The paper suggests ways in which these problems can be limited so that patient satisfaction is improved and a higher quality of patient service is provided. I commend this paper to you all.
In 2017, we held two reviewer training days and we intend to continue these in 2018. The aim is to further improve the quality of reviews so that only the best papers are published in Shoulder & Elbow.
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